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Report Summary: 

This paper provides an update on the current data position for COVID-19 within Trafford 

and provides comparative information with other GM localities. Data insights into any 
potential trends are provided based on best available public health information and 

intelligence available. 

 

Overview of the current position: 

Overview 

• There were 1681 confirmed cases during the week ending Wednesday 13 
October, with the highest number of cases (297) reported on Thursday 07 
October. 

• We have seen a decrease in our 7 days case rate to 708.2/100k from 785.7/100k 

in the previous week. As new data are coming through, there has been a recent 
reduction in the number of total daily cases and it appears our case rate may 
drop below 700/100k. 

• Trafford case rate has now dropped outside the national top 10 but remains 
highest in the GM. Whilst Trafford is experiencing a drop in its case rate, rates 

are rising across the North West. Trafford’s case rate still remains above the 
North West (456.5/100k) and England (424/100k) averages. 

• Trafford’s testing (at 851.8/100k from 859.5/100k in the previous week) and 
positivity (at 12.5%  from 13.3%  in the previous week) rates have dropped from 

the previous week. Testing and Positivity rates for England and the North West 
are increasing. 

Age Profiles 

• Case rates are now starting to drop for all age groups. 

• Case rates remain highest for 10-14 year olds (at 2641.9/100k) but have dropped 
by 28.2%  when compared to the previous week (3677/100k). 

• We are seeing signs that daily cases are dropping for residents aged 60+. 
However, rates have increased from the previous week for this age group (at 



263.1/100k from 213.1/100k). We will actively monitor our case rates in this age 

group. 

• PCR testing rates are dropping but remain highest for 0-14 year olds. 

Geography 

• Case rates have dropped for most wards (14/21).  

• Case rates remain highest in the West of the borough, but have dropped for each 
of the 4 wards in Trafford West. 

• Case rates are highest for the wards of Flixton (1005.5/100k), Urmston 
(1004.2/100k), Davyhulme West (899.1/100k), Timperley (878.8/100k) and Sale 

Moor (849.2/100k). 

• The Central locality has seen the biggest increase in cases during the most 
recent week, increasing by 23.1%  for Priory and 22.7%  for Sale Moor. We are 

also seeing highest positivity rates in Sale Moor. 

Hospital Activity 

• There were 164 COVID-19 admissions during the week ending Sunday 10 

October compared with 146 COVID-19 admissions during the previous week 

(Including Manchester University Foundation Trust, Stockport Foundation Trust, 
and Warrington & Halton Teaching Hospitals Foundation Trust). 

 

Public Health Concern 

Trafford’s case rate reached highest in the country over the past 7 days, peaking at a 
rate of 846.8/100k (for the 7 days up to 09 October), which is well above our peak 
(549.8/110k) during the 3rd wave in summer 2021. Early September saw a sharp rise in 

testing and subsequent positive cases for young persons below the age of 17 that 
caused a gradual increase in Trafford’s case rate throughout the month of September. 
Trafford’s case rate spiked in early October, as we started to see an increase in the 

number of adults (18+ years) testing positive, in addition to the continuing increase in 
young persons testing positive. Trafford’s testing rate over the past two weeks has been 

at its highest since the start of the pandemic, this has allowed effective methods of case 
findings, particularly for positive cases in educational settings, where Lateral Flow Tests 
are routinely conducted. The recent surge in cases has been heavily concentrated in 

the West of the borough and particularly for school age residents. 

Our case rate remains high, despite recent data (over the past few days) showing a 

drop in the number of residents testing positive. Our immediate concern is that we go 
through further periods of increasing community transmission that spreads into other 
geographical areas, our care homes and population groups more vulnerable to adverse 

outcomes of the virus (aged 60+ and/or with pre existing health conditions). 

The successful roll-out of COVID-19 vaccination has helped weaken the link between 

infection and hospital admissions/COVID-19 mortality, however there are still over 1/5 of 
eligible residents not vaccinated with at least 1 dose. Despite the successful roll out of 



the vaccine programme, we have seen inequalities in uptake, specifically linked to 
decreasing age and geographical areas with highest levels of deprivation. Vaccines 

offer protection but risk of infection is still present if borough-wide transmission is not 
controlled. 

We want to bring Trafford’s case rates down as quickly as we can to protect our care 
homes and our vulnerable population groups. This would also help us protect those who 
are not at serious risk/harm from long term consequences of COVID such as long 

COVID. Controlling and limiting community transmission, in addition to uptake of both 
vaccine doses (where applicable) are the most optimal means of preventing long-term 

harm, particularly in our vulnerable population groups but also for all residents as 
preventing ill-health in our younger population groups is essential for long term health 
and well being. We are supporting areas with lower uptake of vaccinations (especially in 

over 60s) for preventative measures and to improve vaccination uptake. 

Outbreak Management and Risk Reduction 

Business settings 

• We continue to urge all businesses to make their workplaces COVID-19 secure, 

including ensuring that staff are routinely testing and properly protected when 
they return to the workplace. 

• We are monitoring the impact of events on Covid rates in the borough. 

Health & Social Care Settings 

• We need to work together to keep our most vulnerable populations protected. We 
are managing outbreaks in care homes. While some fully vaccinated staff and 

residents are testing positive, their disease is much milder than in unvaccinated 
people. 

• Trafford have recommended that providers pause indoor visiting by children and 
young people aged 16 and under. Exceptions include end of life visits, and visits 

that include outdoor socially distanced visits. This will be reviewed on November 
1st. 

• We will be encouraging all health and social care settings to continue to use all 
the current infection prevention and control measures to keep staff and service 

users safe. 

Education & Early Years Settings 

• Secondary school pupils should continue with twice weekly LFD testing and all 

staff/pupils should wear face coverings in communal areas. 

• Any children identified as a close contact should have a PCR test. The Outbreak 
Team has developed and shared a suite of resources with settings to support 
them. 

• School household contacts; children and young people and staff who attend/work 

in schools and are household contacts should do daily LFD testing for a period of 
10 days 



• We are continuing to monitor numbers of cases reported through from Early 
Years settings, fortunately numbers are low, but we would continue to promote 

vaccination and routine LFD testing. 

Contact Officer: 

Name: Tom Seery, Public Health Data Surveillance Analyst 

Tel: 07929876642 

Email: Thomas.seery@trafford.gov.uk 

 

1.0 Vulnerable Population groups 

1.1 We have seen case rates increase in our 60+ population over the past 10 days, 

having one of top ten highest case rates across the country for this age group. 

1.2 Table 1 shows that 60+ case rates are highest for the West of the borough and 

lowest for the Central locality (but have increased most for Trafford Central compared to 
the previous week). 

 

Table 1. Case Rate (per 100,000) for residents aged 60+ by Locality 

Trafford, 30 September – 13 October 2021 

 

 Previous Week Current Week Percentage Change 

West 250.4 390.3 55.9 

North 295.2 248.0 -15.0 

South 221.9 221.9 0.0 

Central 99.8 191.9 92.3 

    

1.3 Vaccine uptake (first dose and both doses) is high among our 60+ population, 

however we are seeing variation between our 4 localities. 

1.4 Between localities with the highest and lowest uptake, we are seeing a percentage 
gap of 7 for first dose uptake, and 8 for second dose uptake. 
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Figure 1. First and Second dose uptake for residents aged 60 years and over 

Trafford, up to 11 October 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

1.5 COVID-19 hospital admissions remain constant, however there has been little 

change in the number of residents (not specific to Trafford residents) admitted to the 3 
specified GM hospitals since late July. 

1.6 The most recent two weeks (up to October 10th) does show a slight increase in the 
number of hospital admissions, so we will continue to monitor any week-by-week 
changes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

n refers to number of vaccinated residents 



Figure 2. Daily Count of COVID-19 Hospital Admissions (including Manchester University 

Foundation Trust, Stockport Foundation Trust, and Warrington & Halton Teaching Hospitals Foundation 

Trust). 
19 March 2020 to 10 October 2021 

 

 

2.0 Trend of COVID-19 cases within Trafford 

2.1 Mid-July saw a sharp reduction in Trafford’s case rate, dropping below 300/100k 

with less than 100 daily cases being recorded for every 7-day period. 

2.2 Case rates remained volatile throughout the month of August and early September, 
but we started to see a steady rise in cases after mid-September. 

2.3 From October 4th, we began to record more than 300 daily cases on 3 consecutive 

days. 

2.4 Our case rate peaked at a rate of 846.8/100k for the 7 days up to October 9th, and 

reached highest in the country. 

2.5 The most recent 4 days (up to October 13th) shows a reduction in the number of 
daily cases, however our case rate still remains high, above a rate of 700/100k. 

 

 

 



Figure 3. Epidemic curve of daily confirmed new cases 

Trafford, 29 October 2020 to 15 October 2021 

 

 

3.0 Age profiles 

3.1 We started to see the rate of increase level-off at the end of last week, whilst the 

number of daily cases are starting to drop for each age group. 

3.2 The biggest reduction when compared to the previous week has occurred in 0-14 
year olds (22.7% ). 

3.3 Case rates remain highest for 0-14 year olds (at 1459/100k from 1887/100k in the 
previous week), followed by 30-44 year olds (at 700.9/100k from 637.6/100k in the 

previous week). 

3.4 We are starting to see a slight reduction in the number of 60 year olds testing 
positive, however rates have increased from the previous week (at 263.1/100k from 
213.1/100k in the previous week). 

3.5 Case rates are higher for 60-74 year olds (299.2/100k) when compared to residents 

aged 75+ (201.2/100k). 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 4. Age-Specific case rate per 100,000 residents (7-day moving) 

Trafford, 15 July to 13 October 2021 

 

3.6 Case rates are dropping for all young persons below the age of 20. 

3.7 Case rates remain highest for 10-14 year olds (2641.9/100k) but have have dropped 
most (28.2% ) for this age group during the most recent week. 

3.8 Case rates are also dropping for 5-9 and 15-19 year olds, however are still above 
the Trafford average. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Figure 5. School case rate per 100,000 residents (7-day moving) 

Trafford, 15 July to 13 October 2021 

 

 

4.0 Geographical spread of COVID-19 in Trafford 

4.1 Case rates remain highest in the West of the borough, lowest for Trafford North, and 
have increased most for parts of Trafford Central. 

4.2 Rates have dropped for 14 wards, and have increased for 7 wards. 

4.3 Case rates are highest for the wards of Flixton (1005.5/100k), Urmston 
(1004.2/100k), Davyhulme West (899.1/100k), Timperley (878.8/100k), and Sale Moor 

(849.2/100k). 

4.4 Case rates have increased most for Priory (23.1% ) and Sale Moor (849.2/100k) 

during the most recent week. 

4.5 Case rates have decreased most for Flixton (-37.6% ) and Stretford (-35.8% ) during 

the most recent week. 

 



5.0 PCR Testing 

5.1 We were seeing a sharp increase in Trafford’s testing rate since late September, 
spiking above the North West and England averages, carrying out 900 daily tests per 

100,000 residents at it’s peak on October 10th. 

5.2 Most recent data shows signs that testing rates are starting to level-off, whilst testing 
rates for England and the North West are starting to increase. 

5.3 We continue to see lowest testing rates in Trafford North, as well as Bucklow-St 

Martins in Trafford West. 

 

Figure 6. Daily testing rate (7-day average): England, North West, & Trafford 

Trafford, 01 January to 13 October 2021 

 

5.4 Testing rates had been lowest for 0-14 year olds throughout the month of August, 

however we saw a spike in testing (potentially linked to surge in cases for our school 
age population) in mid-September, carrying on into the month of October and highest 

amongst all the age groups. 

5.5 Most recent data is starting to show a drop in testing rates for all age groups. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 7. Age-Specific Testing rate per 100,000 residents (7-day moving) 

Trafford, 15 July to 13 October 2021 

 

6.0 Positivity 

 

6.1 Positivity rates follow a similar trend to PCR testing rates. We saw a spike in 
Trafford’s positivity rate in late September, reaching as high as 13.8%  on October 9th. 

However, more recent data shows that positivity rates are dropping. 

6.2 As of October 13th, Trafford’s 7-day positivity rate sits at 12.5%  which is a 

decrease from the previous week (13.3% ). Trafford’s positivity rate is above to the 
North west (9.9% ) and England average (8.8% ) averages. 

6.3 Current positivity rates are highest and have increased most (from the previous 

week) for Sale Moor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 8. 7-day Positivity rate: England, North West, & Trafford 

Trafford, 01 January to 13 October 2021 

 

 

7.0 Comparative data of COVID-19 cases within the local authorities of 
Greater Manchester 

7.1 Some GM boroughs (Trafford included) started to see a slight rate increase during 

the second week of August, however those rates started to stabilise. 

7.2 Most GM boroughs started to see a slight rate increase during September, however 
Trafford’s case rate continued to rise throughout the whole month and saw even further 

increases during the beginning of October. 

7.3 We are starting to see a reduction in Trafford’s case rate, although still highest 

across the ten GM boroughs. 

7.4 All other GM boroughs apart from Bury are seeing a rise in cases when compared to 
the previous week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 9. Weekly incidence per 100,000 population by local authority 

Greater Manchester, 07 August to 13 October 2021 

 

 

 

8.0 Vaccinations 

8.1 The total percentage of Trafford residents (Aged 12+) administered their first 
vaccine dose on Saturday 16-10-2021 was 78.9% . 

8.2 The total percentage of Trafford residents (Aged 12+) administered both vaccine 
doses on Saturday 16-10-2021 was 73.2% . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 10. Running total of first and second dose vaccines for Trafford residents 
(12 years and above) 

Trafford, 09 December to 16 October 2021 

 

 

 

8.3 Vaccine uptake is lowest In Trafford North and highest for Trafford South. 


